FHVEE - BIERE SRS

Thomas L. Gullikson
Lecturer
Liberal Arts and Sciences Education Center (LASEC)

Name: The 2023 National JASAL Conference
Location:  Gifu Shotoku Gakuen University
Date: October 20-21, 2023

The 2023 National JASAL Conference was held on October 20-21st at Gifu
Shotoku Gakuen University. As both as an attendee and presenter, I found it to be an
interesting and insightful experience. A number of teaching professionals from around
Japan came for presentations, discussions, and workshops that explored research
findings, instructional approaches, and successful practices that aim to promote learner
autonomy and the use of SALCs - Self-Access Language Learning Centers.

The keynote speaker, Dr. Daniel Hooper, Tokyo Kasei University, set the tone
for the conference by highlighting a few current trends and challenges regarding student
autonomy and use of SALCs such as that of Kasei University. His presentation was
insightful and inspirational, and provided a window into the changing landscape of
English education in Japan.

During the conference I had to opportunity to attend several presentations and
poster sessions, all of which revolved around the current practice of the use of SALCs -
self-access learning centers - like Musashi University’s MCV - “Musashi Communication
Village”.

The presentations covered various studies on self-access language learning and
examined topics such as the fostering learner autonomy and integrating technology into
the ESL classroom/SALCs. 1 found the discussions with fellow English language
instructors to be particularly engaging. Additionally, presenters shared anecdotal
information and discussed methodologies ands approaches — generally creating a
comfortable environment for knowledge exchange.

The poster sessions held in the early afternoon were enjoyable, as they allowed
the opportunity to speak directly to the presenters in a more detailed and personal
fashion. In short, it provided the opportunity to both the speaker and listers to offer ideas
concerning the strengthening of ESL education in Japan.

Specifically, my presentation entitled “Fostering ESL Learner Autonomy at
Musashi Communication Village” explained the challenges facing learners and teachers
regarding learner autonomy and offered possible solutions to these challenges. During the
presentation I provided anecdotal information regarding both successes and failures 1
have experienced while attempting to foster learner autonomy in my ESL classrooms.
The presentation also enumerated the outstanding services provided by the MCV.

Overall, the 2023 National JASAL Conference successfully provided a
platform for the exchange of information and collaboration regarding the ongoing
challenges of fostering and enhancing English language education and language learner
autonomy in Japan. | feel privileged to have been a part of the Conference and look
forward to putting into practice ideas gleamed from the experience.
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